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ARCHBISHOP JUSTIN
WELBY'S EASTER
LETTER TO CHURCHES

OUR WANDERING
ALTAR

VESTRY CLERKS OVER
THE LAST CENTURY

I N  T H I S  I S S U E Hello! From the
Newsletter Team
     In this second edition of Christ Church

Chronicles we thought, that with this year of 2019

being our 140th anniversary, it would be a good

idea to look back at some more of our history. One

of the articles written by Don Petrie is on the

history of the side altar, and another piece is a

historic listing of all the Vestry clerks since 1921.

      We also put out in the Narthex some photo

albums we found. Please enjoy looking at the

articles and photos in these albums. We will change

the album every couple of months, so each one of

the ones we found will be available for you to look

at. (Please do not remove the photos).

     We will be publishing on-line but will also supply

copies for those without access to computers. 

     Hope you enjoy.

                                            The Newsletter Team

    

DATES TO REMEMBER

LOCAL OUTREACH:
WHITE GIFT SUNDAY &
THE W-S FOOD BANK
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Lift up your heart, lift up your voice

Rejoice, again, I say, Rejoice!

 

These words, the refrain of Hymn VIII

of Charles Wesley’s “Hymns for our

Lord’s Resurrection”, express the joyful

cry of the human soul at the good news

of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead.

Jesus’ resurrection is a cause of joy. It

is the source of ultimate joy, for in the

resurrection Jesus won victory over sin

and death (1 Corinthians 15. 57). The

resurrection happened at a particular

time and in a particular place but its

significance is eternal and universal.

God purposed the salvation of this

fallen world and creation looked

towards the day that darkness would be

put to flight. God willed the salvation of

this fallen world and from that day the

Church has lived in the radiant

brightness of our triumphant King. In

the sixth century the priest and poet

Venantius wrote:

“The light, the heaven, the fields and the

sea duly praise the God ascending above

the stars, having crushed the laws of

hell. Behold, He who was crucified reigns

as God over all things, and all created

objects offer prayer to their Creator.”

 

 

Archbishop Justin Welby's Easter Letter

From the first Easter Day Jesus’

disciples have made known the Good

News of the Resurrection. The risen

Lord told Mary Magdalene not to hold

on to him, but to go to tell the

disciples. She did so, proclaiming, “I

have seen the Lord” (John 20. 17-18).

On the mount of the Ascension Jesus

addressed his friends, saying, “Go

therefore and make disciples of all

nations, baptising them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of

the Holy Spirit and teaching them to

obey everything that I have

commanded you” (Matthew 28. 19-20).

The disciples (followers) thus became

apostles (those who are sent). The

Church has stood in that apostolic

tradition ever since: both as those

who profess the faith of the Apostles
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and as those who share in their task of

evangelism.

I send this letter at a difficult time in

the lives of many peoples and nations.

Creation suffers from the effects of

human neglect and selfishness; people

continue to suffer as a result of war

and terror; political and economic

systems creak under the twin threats of

extremism and apathy. Our world is in

desperate need of hope. As Christians

we have a message of sure and certain

hope to proclaim. On Easter Day in

Churches throughout the world

Christians will sing, “Christ is Risen!

Christ has conquered! Now his life and

glory fill you!”

Our proclamation of the hope which is

ours in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

must be both confident and humble. In

our complex and plural world our

evangelism must not be forced on

others, but as followers of Christ we

have a duty to bear witness to our

faith: to speak of hope for the world in

the Resurrection of Christ, a message

seasoned with gentleness and respect.

Our actions of love, compassion,

respect and gentleness confirm that

the message we share is indeed good

news.

I started this letter with a quotation

from Charles Wesley (1707-88). Along

with his older brother John, Wesley

devoted his life to the service of the

gospel – preaching the good news in

season and out of season and

transforming both the church and

the lives of those who heard the

message. In another hymn he echoed

the call of Christ to Mary Magdalene

which is, in turn, the call of Christ to

each of us:

“Go tell the Followers of your Lord,

Their Jesus is to life restored.”

May God bless you this Eastertide

and may the resurrection joy that we

share spread throughout the world.

 

The Most Reverend and Right

Honourable Justin Welby

Archbishop of Canterbury
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Our Wandering Altar
by Don Petrie

     Have you wondered about the

second altar in our church sanctuary?

The story takes place over the past

century. With the founding of the

Anglican Parish of Christ Church in

1879, Anglican Church services in

Stouffville began to be held regularly

in a Congregational Chapel and later

in the newly built Christ Church on

Main Street in 1882. In 1919 a

handsome natural oak altar and its

accompanying reredos were presented

to the church by the Women's

Auxiliary. It was appropriately

adorned with beautifully carved

Christian symbols. The classic altar

cross dates from 1902.

     With the gradual increase in

church attendance over the years the

building became too small for

the congregation  In the mid-1950's

plans were made for a new hall on

Sunset Boulevard. This would provide

for church worship services as well as

facilities for education, fellowship and

administration. The altar and its

reredos were moved to this new Hall

and installed at its east end. A curtain

was provided which could be closed in

front of the altar during non-religious

functions. The Hall's first church

service was held in 1961.                      

                                                             

     By the 1980's continued growth

necessitated further expansion. In

1984, a large sanctuary was

established capable of holding 250

people along with office space, a

meeting room and a full parish hall.

This beautiful new structure artfully

blended traditional Anglican features

with modern architecture. However, a

newly designed altar and reredos

harmonising with the rest of the

sanctuary made the old altar

redundant and it was moved to a

meeting room for storage.

     Around this time plans were being

made for the construction of a new

Markham-Stouffville Hospital. It was

determined that there should be a

space in this building for a chapel or

room allowing patients, relatives and

visitors a place for prayer and quiet

contemplation. Christ Church 
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suggested that our altar would be an

appropriate historical contribution to

this area. This offer was accepted and

the altar and reredos were installed as

a complement to the peaceful

ambience of the room.

     The rapidly expanding community

of Markham was then becoming

increasingly multicultural and it

became apparent that the altar, with

its Christian symbolism, may not be

inviting to people of other beliefs or

religions. So, the hospital decided to

discard it in order to offer spiritual

care for people of all faiths.

     Fortunately, we were able to

rescue it and have it returned to 

Christ Church. It was decided to place the altar and its reredos in the present

sanctuary, by the votive candle table, where it quietly remains for use in

smaller or private church services and other functions. It is an attractive and

useful historical addition to our facility. Hopefully, after its various moves in

the last 100 years our wandering altar is home to stay.

ACW Food Bank Challenge
by Susan Walmsley

      We would like to say a BIG thank you to all those parishioners who took

part in the Lenten challenge to put aside an article of food for each of the 40

days of Lent.  There was a great response, which in turn helped fill the shelves

at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Food Bank. 

     Thank you Bev and Al Whittaker for delivering the extra bags.
     Let's continue to support this very needy project. As prices go up at all

food stores, it is becoming even harder for people to manage and more and

more people are visiting food banks to make ends meet.
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1921 to 1935
1936 to 1938
1939 to 1943
1944 to 1946
1947 to 1952
1953 to 1957
1958 to 1960
1961
1962 to 1963
1964 to 1965
1966 to 1970
1971
1972
1973
1974 to 1976
1977
1978
1979 to 1980
1980 to 1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992 to 1994
1995 to 2003
2004
2005
2006
2007 to 2014
2015 to 2019

Archibald S. Leaney
E. W. Durmin
Mr. S. Foote
Mrs. B. Grimley
Mr. Cecil Davis
Mrs. Muriel Mackay
Verna Austin
E. Harrott
Mrs. Betty Bangay
Carol Roper
Mrs. Jean Harrott
Margaret Britton
Ray Dart
Margaret Britton
Carol Roper
Christina Fletcher
Joyce Nailer
Irene Eidt
Karen Bowman
Denise Pettitt
Eleanor Winters
Karen Bowman
Heather Roper
Mary Lott
Rose Lloyd
Lilian Callaghan
Missing
Missing
Linda Parker
Jennifer Brash

140 Years
by Susan Walmsley

     As part of looking at our history for the 140th anniversary of Christ Church,

recently Jim Rehill and myself reviewed the old vestry minutes, and decided to

list all the vestry clerks from 1921 to present. The records had been

handwritten from 1921 to 1979, and what a delight it was to read such lovely

written scripts.

     I have listed the clerks names that we could find for each year, but there are

some gaps. Can you help fill in those years? Were you one of these missing

vestry clerks? Please let us know.
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How White Gift Sunday is Organized
by Shirley Rehill

     Posters are put up two weeks previous to White Gift Sunday, with

suggestions for donations. Willing helpers to pack are also lined up earlier,

although some just show up. Agencies receiving the gifts are usually Sandgate
(for battered women and children), Rose of Sharon (for young mothers and

babies) Stouffville LOFT house and Whitchurch-Stouffville Food Bank.

     Thank you all for your contributions.

Dates to Remember
May 5 
May 8
May 11
May 25
June 8
June 12
June 15
June 23
June 30
September 11
September 15
October 5
October 9
October 13
October 13-18
October 20
October 27
November 3
November 10
November 13
November 16
December 1
December 2
December 8
December 10
December 11

ACW Bake Sale
Seniors' Service & Spring Luncheon
Youth Group
Spring Plant Sale
World Vision Presentation
Seniors' Service & Tea
Wedding Show
Parish Picnic
Strawberry Festival Ecumenical Service
Seniors' Service & Tea
Parish Fair
Pie Making Day
Seniors' Service & Tea
Harvest Thanksgiving
Winter Clothing Drive
ACW Muffin Breakfast
FaithWorks Sunday
ACW Sunday
Remembrance Sunday
Seniors' Service & Tea
Christmas Market & Cafe
White Gift Sunday
Seniors' Service & Christmas Lunch
Lessons & Carols
Quiet Christmas
ACW Potluck Dinner

Ongoing Events
Morning Prayer

Thursdays at 9:30am
 

Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10:00am

 
Quilters 

Wednesdays at 1:00pm
 

Choir Practice
Thursdays at 7:30pm

 
Knitters

Fridays at 2:00pm
 

All are welcome!


